WELCOME TO . . .

KIDS’ COMMUNItY

The Ministry with Children at The River Church Community

We are glad that you are either a part of our community or exploring it.  We not only believe that church is for children as well as adults but that children are an essential part of the community.  Sunday mornings are not school or childcare but a time of being the church with children as they discover Jesus’ love through the stories of God’s work in the world, the attentive care of adult volunteers, and friendship with other children.

THIS HANDBOOK IS FOR YOU.

Everything that you need to know about The River Church Community’s ministry with children is here.  
OUR MISSION . . .

is to provide the very best environment possible for children to grow deep and genuine roots of faith so that they will experience the love of Jesus and be committed to him for the whole length of their lives.

KIDS’ COMMUNItY DESIRES TO . . .
offer a vibrant Christian community experience for each child and support each family in the development of a child’s spiritual foundation.  The church environment is safe, both physically and 
emotionally, and children are able to explore the truths of God at their own pace and in God’s timing.  It is important to us that children have the opportunity for personal, internal development of faith and that they are respected as unique individuals by the adults caring for them.  We believe that people, and not just programs, bring the kingdom of God to life and that children have a role to play in God’s work in the world.

MORE ABOUT SAFETY

The River Church Community places a high priority on providing a safe environment.  Volunteers are screened and trained, emergency evacuation plans are in place, and a health policy is present to help ensure a child’s protection.

We meet in an urban, public space.  Please keep an eye on your child when he or she is not in Kids’ 
Community and notify the Kids’ Community director with any concerns.

Jeannie Traback, Kids’ Community Director

#408-252-5500, ext. 107,  jeannie@the-river.org
OUR SUNDAY MORNING COMMUNITIES

We offer age appropriate communities for infants (beginning at 3 months old) to children in the fifth grade.   

Infants (3 months to 18 months):  

Our purpose in this community is to provide infants with a compassionately nurturing introduction to church that extends parents’ love, protection, and care.  The room is well equipped with age appropriate toys and comforting adult volunteers.

Toddlers and Younger Preschoolers 

(18 months to 3 years):  

Children of this active age are given a loving, safe place where they are free to develop their personalities and grow in their understanding of God with age-appropriate guidance.  There is a lot of time for free play.

Godly Play Preschool (3 years to 5 years):  

Children are welcomed into the unfolding story of God in the Bible and in their lives through stories, food, worship, play, and one another.  A hands-on, child directed response curriculum that is based on Montessori methods is used to tell crucial Biblical stories. This community is appropriate for preschoolers three years and older who are used to a “circle time” experience, are becoming able to sit for a story time, and can articulate simple observations.

Godly Play Grade School (K-1st grade and 2nd-3rd grade)*:  Children continue to be welcomed into the stories of God through the Montessori based curriculum, but more emphasis is placed on group discussion, the discipline of silence, and personal response.  Children are given opportunities for prayer as a group.

4th - 5th Grade Community*: 

This community exists to help children begin the transition to pre-adolescence and youth ministry by continuing to offer some of the Godly Play curriculum along with other teaching styles.  Emphasis continues to be placed on discussion and personal response.  Children are given opportunities for service (every 2 months) and prayer as a group.

*Kids in these communities meet for musical worship together for the first 15 minutes of the service.

The River Church Community has quarterly All Church Family Services, when Kids’ 
Community moves into the ballroom and children are with parents, guardians, and hosts for the 
morning.  These services usually last one hour and are designed to be accessible to the children.  Please note that children are welcome in the ballroom on any Sunday, and that a play area is available in the back of the room.
CHECK IN AND CHECK OUT

Each community has its own check-in and check-out area located at the door of its room.  The communities are color coded as follows for convenience:

Infants:  Pink

Toddlers/Younger Preschoolers:  Yellow

Godly Play Preschool:  Orange and Purple
Godly Play Grade School K-1st Grade:  Green
Godly Play Grade School 2nd-3rd Grade:  Blue

4th to 5th Grade Community:  Red
Each child is assigned a number that corresponds to the number on the sign-in sheet.  Please take the corresponding number card with you.  This number is used to contact parents if needed and for check-out identification.
Children will not be released to adults without the number card.  Please pick up your child promptly after the end of the service.

Preschool children should all be dropped off in the Orange Feast Room.  Grade school children should all be dropped off in the Grade School Feast Room for a large group worship time for the first 15 minutes of the service.  Children can then be picked up at the end of service in the room that matches the color of the number card.  Look for the nametag board or room sign.

CONTACTING PARENTS DURING THE SERVICE
In the event that you need to be reached during the service, your child’s card number will appear on the digital screen in the front right section of the ballroom.
FULL COMMUNITIES

We maintain child/adult ratios that we feel are the safest for the children.  Even with the best planning, emergencies can arise for volunteers.  In the rare instances when a community is full, please consider one of two options:

Your child is very welcome in the service and you can take your child to the ballroom children’s area in the back of the room.  Should your child become too disruptive, please note that there is a speaker outside of the ballroom and the hallway is like a “crying room” where you can still hear the service.
Consider serving in the community room for that Sunday and get to know other children and adults for the morning.
Please do not put children in communities that are not appropriate for their age. We apologize in advance for any inconvenience.

SNACKS

We provide a light snack and bottled water in all of the communities.  The snacks do not contain high fructose corn syrup or high amounts of sugar.  A sign at the door to the room lists the snack for the day and any product allergy warnings are included.  We occasionally provide special snacks or treats, so please note any food allergies on the check-in sheet.

Please do not ask volunteers to mix formula or feed infants any foods other than the Cheerios provided.  If your child needs a meal or formula preparation, please ensure everyone’s safety by removing your child and doing these things yourselves.  No other food is allowed in Kids’ Community rooms.  Children finishing bagels and donuts will need to wait by the door.

HEALTH POLICY

Providing a safe and healthy environment for the children is a community commitment and effort.  Please do not check a child into Kids’ Community 
if he or she has any of the following symptoms:

-    Fever of over 99.6 degrees

-    Chills

-    Nausea

-    Vomiting or diarrhea within the last 24 hours
-    Sore throat or trouble swallowing

-    Runny nose (especially at the beginning of
     a virus and not caused by an allergy)

-    Coughing and/or sneezing (not caused by allergy)

-    Unexplained rashes, sores, or spots

-    Persistent headache

-    Generalized muscle aches and pains

-    Breathing trouble

-    Unusually red, watery, or itchy eyes

-    Eyes with discharge

-    Lethargy

Please respect a Kids’ Community volunteer’s decision related to admittance of a child.  If there is any doubt, please keep a child out for the day.
Please notify the Director of Kids’ Community 
immediately with any questions or concerns 
related to health issues.  It is also crucial to notify the director if your child  becomes very ill in the days following Kids’ Community with a more 
serious infection or virus.
BATHROOM SAFETY

The River Church Community meets in a public space on the San Jose State University campus.  Even though the bathrooms on the church level are reserved for children, parents, and screened adults, we cannot guarantee that these bathrooms are completely safe.

Before and after service:  Please always accompany 
a child, or have a child go with a buddy,  to the bathroom.
During church:  Kids’ Community volunteers will adhere to the “2 Adult Rule”, checking the bathrooms, and/or using the “buddy” system.  Preschoolers will visit the bathroom as a group at least once during the service, with two adults always present.  All other times, children will be taken as needed along with a same gender “buddy” by a screened volunteer who will check the bathrooms before allowing children to enter. This “buddy” system  is most commonly used with grade school children.

EMERGENCY EVACUATION

In the event of an emergency, please DO NOT go to your child.  The children will be evacuated at the safest time possible to the lawn area near the ATM machines on the east side of the building, and it will be safer to have them do this as a group through the exits nearest to them.  Staff members will assist with infant and toddler evacuation.  Adults will exit to the west, and can then go around the building to find a child.  

