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Peacemaking Study #1: Responding to Conflict
Moving From Worldly to Godly Responses to Conflict

6"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

7"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

8"Blessed are the pure (single/holy) in heart, for they shall see God.

9"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons (and daughters) of God.

10 "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 "Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.13"You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.














Matthew 5:6-13

1. What do you think Jesus meant by “peacemakers” from the context? Bottom line, how did Jesus and the apostles live this out?

2. Can you think of a time when you experienced Jesus-like peacemaking, either as the peacemaker or as one who needed a peacemaker and found it in the loving assistance of another? (Describe that experience for the group . What was the best thing about that experience? How did you see/experience Jesus in it?)

· Watch Peacemaker video together and look at the slippery slope handout as Ken Sande, President of Peacemaker ministries, explains it. Then look at the expanded descriptions of the most common responses to conflict table below.

Throughout these studies we will use the slippery slope and the expanded descriptions.
 
	Most Common Responses to Conflict

	Denial Expanded
	Reconciliation Expanded
	Assault Expanded

	(Escape Response)
	(Reconciliation Response)
	(Attack Response)

	1. Appeasement   

    attempts/spin doctoring
	
1. Get the log out first
	1.  The silent treatment                                  
(passive aggression)

	2.  Denial of there 

     being a conflict at all
	
2.  Speak the truth calmly
	2.  Lying (from spinning 

     to slander)

	3.  Stuffing & 

     Internalizing
	
3.  Consider the other’s 

        interests
	3.  Gossiping vs. going to 

     them (Mt. 18:15)

	4.  Avoidance
	
4.  Own my part/confess
	4.  Verbal assault

	5.  Refuse to Discuss
	
5.  Ask for forgiveness
	5.  Emotional assault

	
	
6.   Forgive
	6.  Abusing power

	
	
7.  Decide on restitution
	7.  Physical assault


1. When someone has a problem with you, which of the responses do you tend to fall into?  

2. When you are angry/have a problem with someone, which of the responses do you habitually choose? 

3. How do your responses tend to impact God’s glory (reputation) with those you have conflict with and those who witness or are impacted by the conflict? 

4. How do your responses impact those around you, especially those closest to you?

Prayer groups (use these questions as guidelines for prayer) –

1.
How would your response to conflict change if you saw peacemaking as “the good life”, something to be pursued vs. avoided or like bitter medicine? Can you imagine life in Christian community where peacemaking is a way of life? (small group and River) What would that look like/feel like? What do you need to move towards this?
2.
What baggage or engrained habits from your family does the Holy Spirit need to overcome for you to walk in the freedom of being a peacemaker?
3.
In a conflict you are in now, what steps do you need to take to be a peacemaker? How can we pray for you?

Peacemaking Study #2:  Restoration According to Jesus

Matthew 18:6-20

Immediate Context: Jesus’ teaching in these verses follows his rebuke of the disciples in 18:1-5  for pride and wanting him to rank them as to who was the greatest. He taught that they must all become humble as a child, “little one”, to even enter the kingdom. Then, continued teaching – 

6 "If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them if a large millstone were hung around their neck and they were drowned in the depths of the sea. 7 Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to stumble! Such things must come, but woe to the person through whom they come! 8 If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life maimed or crippled than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell. 10-11 "See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven. 12 "What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off? 13 And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. 14 In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should perish. 15 "If a brother or sister sins
, go and point out the fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over.

v.6 “stumble” was a rabbinic term for being led into sin or taking offense that leads to falling away from God and the community of faith. What kind of things done/said by Christians cause youths, young believers, and seekers to stumble?  

v.6-7: Why might causing “little ones” to stumble make you fit for hell?
v.8-9 What kind of things might cause believers to stumble? If you were ever to walk away from church/God, what might be the reason/source? What is Jesus’ counsel about those areas of thought and life?

v. 11 Jews believed there was a hierarchy of angels, the most important, those who were in direct communion w/God were responsible for nations, priests, kings, not children or lowly people.
v.12-14 According to the context, who is the lost sheep in this parable? How does the Father value these people?

v.15 When are we to go confront another believer? How do we determine if we should be the one to go?  

v. 6-15 How is Jesus doing this loving confrontation w/the disciples in this very teaching?

16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses
.' 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 18 "Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 "Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them."21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive someone who sins against me? Up to seven times?"22 Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.”

(Text from Today’s International Version, © Copyright 2005 by International Bible Society)
Application/Prayer Topics
1) How would you know if you were causing a little one (child/youth, young believer, seeker) to stumble or had caused someone to stumble in the past who is now outside fellowship? What are some creative ways you might get that information? How might you repent and participate with the Father in seeking the lost sheep?  

2) With your brother or sister who is a stumbling block or who has stumbled, have this study’s promises – the Father’s seeking of sinners, Jesus’ presence in conflict situations – given you hope that going to them will be worth it? When can your prayer partners check back in with you?

3) What would it mean for your group to begin practicing Matthew 18 with one another and in your spheres of influence? Esp. v. 15, 18-20?

v.16 What is the point of taking the others? What are they witnessing to?

v.17 Pagans & tax collectors were excluded from the covenant people of Israel, synagogue, etc. But, how did Jesus treat repentant tax collectors et al?

v.18 “Binding & Loosing” were terms used for authoritative judgments by Rabbis. How is J. adapting their meaning? 

v.19-20 How are these promises to be understood in the context of J’s teaching on restoration of sinners vs. prayer in general?


    What is the implication for J’s presence with us in conflict & reconciliation? Why would we need such a promise?

v. 21-22 Peter probably thought he was being extremely forgiving in his offer, 7 being the Jewish number for completion.

Peacemaking Study #3 – What’s at stake in conflict?

John 17:15-26 

15My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 20My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 23I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24"Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 25"Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. 26I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.
Discussion questions: 
1.  Read through the passage and make note of the main points of Jesus’ prayer for his followers.

2.  Verses 15-16 - What are some of the things the disciples might need protection from?  What, in your life as a follower of Jesus, do you feel the need for protection from?  How do those threats affect the quality of our relationships with one another in our marriages (or living situations)?  In our small group?  In the broader church?

3.  Verses 17-19 - To “sanctify” means “to set apart.”  Drawing upon this text as well as the broader Old Testament story (of God calling a holy people), what is your understanding of what we are set apart for?  What is our relationship to the world?  How is that different than the posture that Christians sometimes take with regard to the world?  What arises in your heart as you consider that purpose?  

4.  Verses 20-26 - According to Jesus’ prayer, what quality is to set us apart as God’s covenant people in the world?  What standard does Jesus hold up for the quality of our relationships with one another?  Reflect on verse 21 . . . “just as you are in me and I am in you.”  In what ways are the Father and Son united?  What are some of the various ways that we are to be united?  

5.  What’s ultimately at stake in whether we are faithful to our calling to be God’s holy people?  Read and respond to the following quote:
“Unity is more than a key to internal peace.  It is also an essential element of your Christian witness.  When peace and unity characterize your relationships with other people, you show that you are God’s child and he is present and working in your life (Matthew 5:9).  The converse is also true:  When your life is filled with unresolved conflict and broken relationships, you will have little success in sharing the good news about Jesus’ saving work on the cross.”  (Sande, p.47)

Return to the “Slippery Slope” diagram (from week #1).  What are some of the ways that a community marked by escape responses and attack responses might limit the effectiveness of our witness in the world?  To what extent have we experienced those limitations in our own community (small group or broader church)?

6.  Verses 20-23 - What resource are we given to live out our calling?  What would it mean for us, practically, to access this resource in the context of our small group life together?  What do you think it means for us to live in the Father and Son (vs. 21)?  How are we already doing some of these things?  Are there ways in which we draw back from doing these things?  Why do we draw back sometimes?  

Application:

* What does our culture (our unspoken rules) say about our standard for unity?  How does our lived standard of unity compare with Jesus’ standard for unity?  What is one thing we could change to move towards Jesus’ standard of unity?

* What might in mean to live out our unity in a way that evangelizes our community?

Peacemaking Study #4 – The Ministry of Reconciliation

2 Corinthians 5:17 – 6:13 

 5:14  For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 6:1 As God's co-workers we urge you not to receive God's grace in vain. 2 For he says, "In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you."
 I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation. 3 We put no stumbling block in anyone's path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. 4 Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5 in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; 6 in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8 through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9 known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything.  11 We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. 12 We are not withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding yours from us. 13 As a fair exchange—I speak as to my children—open wide your hearts also. 

(TNIV) © Copyright 2001, 2005 by International Bible Society

Discussion Questions:

1. What stands out to you in this passage as you read it as a whole?

2. Paul speaks of a worldly viewpoint and a “new creation” viewpoint in 5:14-19.  What are the differences between these?  How does seeing reality through “new creation” lenses change Paul’s approach to conflict?

3. What is the “ministry of reconciliation?” (5:18) Is the focus of this ministry those outside the church or those within the church or both?

4. What does it mean to be an ambassador? An ambassador of God through Jesus Christ?  If you are an ambassador by calling, how does that shape how you live and conduct yourself with others in your country of service, especially when conflicts arise?

5. In 5:20, Paul writes to those in the Corinthian church, “We implore you on Christ's behalf to be reconciled to God.”  And in 6:1, “We urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain.” What do you think he means in this context?  How does 6:11-13 relate to this appeal?

6. How does the vertical reconciliation (to God) and the horizontal reconciliation (to God’s true ambassador, Paul) relate to each other? What implications does that have for conflicts we might find ourselves in? What are the stakes for reconciliation?

7. People can prioritize different values in relationships based on their sense of identity, e.g.  being liked, maintaining safety, networking for career advancement, etc. How does the reality that you are a new creation, a child of God, sent into the world as an ambassador of Jesus Christ affect your relationship values? 

8. What are you coming to understand it to mean for you to live out the “ministry of reconciliation” as an ambassador of Jesus Christ through these studies? How is God moving you to change your natural response on the “slippery slope” (escape or attack styles)? 

9. What would it look like for our small group to be characterized by the “ministry of reconciliation?” How might we strengthen one another in the process of living out the Gospel of reconciliation?
� Ken Sande, Diagram adaptation taken with permission from The Peacemaker: A Biblical Guide for Resolving Personal Conflict, (Peacemaker Ministries), p. 22.


� Lev.19:17-18 'You shall not hate your brother in your heart. Reprove your neighbor frankly, and so will have no share in his guilt . . . but you shall love your neighbor as yourself.


� Deut. 19:15


� This can also be translated as seventy times seven.  Either case makes the idea of forgiving along with counting up offenses an absurdity.


� Is. 49:8
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